Transfiguration of Our Lord

March 2, 2025 10:15 am

Prelude
Announcements

Introduction

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the world. It was
true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be
true of all of us who see God’s glory in the word and in the supper and who are being
“transformed into the same image” by God’s Spirit.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.
Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess
our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for
the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ighore the needs of
our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity
and fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults
and release us from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our
hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have
called you by name. You are mine.” In + Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are
made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #838 "“Beautiful Savior”

1. Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! Truly I'd
love thee, truly I'd serve thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2. Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, robed in flow’rs of
blooming spring; Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, he makes our sorrowing
spirit sing.

3. Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on
high; Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels in the
sky.

4. Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! Glory
and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine!
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Prayer of the Day

Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your
glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son,
who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.
Readings and Psalm

First Reading: Exodus 34:29-35

Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the Ten
Commandments on Mount Sinai. The sight caused the Israelites to be afraid, so Moses
wore a veil to mask the radiance of God’s glory, taking it off when he spoke directly with
God.

?2Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two
tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone
because he had been talking with God. *°When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses,
the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. ' But Moses
called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and
Moses spoke with them. 2 Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in
commandment all that the LorD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. ** When Moses had
finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; **but whenever Moses went in
before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and
when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, *°the
Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses
would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

Psalm: Psalm 99
'The LorbD is king; let the people tremble.
The LorD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
’The LoORD, great in Zion,
is high above all peoples.
*Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome;
God is the Holy One.
0 mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
>Proclaim the greatness of the LoRD and fall down before God’s footstool;
God is the Holy One.
®Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call
upon your name, O LorD, they called upon you, and you answered them,
7you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.
0 LorD our God, you answered them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.
°Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s holy hill;
for the LorD our God is the Holy One.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2



In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory of
Christ. The Israelites could not see Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ we see
the unveiled glory of God and are transformed into Christ’s likeness.

2Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, ' not like Moses, who
put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory
that was being set aside. “But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day,
when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only
in Christ is it set aside. '*Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies
over their minds; ®but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. " Now the Lord
is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. ®*And all of us, with
unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes
from the Lord, the Spirit.

“1Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not
lose heart. 2We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to
practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we
commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him! Alleluia.

The Gospel according to Luke starting with the 9t chapter. Glory to you O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]

The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a dazzling
foreshadowing of the resurrection. God affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are stunned
speechless, and Jesus resumes his mission with a demonstration of his power over evil.

’ Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and
James, and went up on the mountain to pray.  And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. *°Suddenly they
saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. *' They appeared in glory and were
speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. *? Now Peter
and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake,
they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving
him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said.
**While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were
terrified as they entered the cloud. ** Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is
my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” ** When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had
seen. [

70n the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met
him. ¢ Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son;
he is my only child. **Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It
convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. “°1
begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” ** Jesus answered, “You
faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with
you? Bring your son here.” ©>While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground



in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back
to his father. **> And all were astounded at the greatness of God.]

The Gospel of our Lord, Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: ELW #671 “"Shine, Jesus Shine”

Refrain: Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; blaze, Spirit,
blaze, set our hearts on fire. Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with
grace and mercy; send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!

1. Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness,
shining; Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, set us free by the truth
you now bring us. Shine on me, shine on me: Refrain:

2. As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our faces display your likeness,
ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here, may our lives tell you
story. Shine on me, shine on me: Refrain:
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Peace
Offering
Offering Hymn: ELW #677 "This Little Light of Mine”
1. This little light of mine, I'm goin’a let it shine; this little light of mine, I'm
goin’a ;let it shine; this little light of mine, I'm goin’a let it shine, let it

shine, let it shine, let it shine.
(copyright: Public Domain, One-License #M-402357)

Offering Prayer
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the
depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities,



and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Transfiguring God, through the glory of your presence, you transform us. Move the
church from complacency to boldness in sharing the good news with others. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for your creation. As seasons change, give patience and skill to all who tend to
animals giving birth. Grant nourishing weather for the growing of crops. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We pray for all in leadership, especially for those who lead states, counties, and town
councils (local leaders may be named). Give them wisdom to protect local resources so
that all will flourish both now and in the years to come. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Bring your healing grace to those who feel distant from you. Speak comfort to those who
need your words of mercy. We pray for those close to our communities and in our hearts
(especially Arlen, LanShiang, Ken, Deb, Ruth, Barry, Monica, Chloe, Jeff, Jenny, Dennis,
Caroline, Paul, Jeannie, Gregg Nelson the Schwantes family, and the Strand family. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

God of our past, present, and future, lead us into new beginnings, trusting in the
promise of new life in Christ. Accompany congregations needing to close, and give
courage to congregations starting new ministries (new ministries may be named). God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Renewing God, the saints who have gone before us withessed to the ways you transform
your church and people (especially John Wesley and Charles Wesley, renewers of the
church). We give thanks for their example and pray we carry it forward. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among the people. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Preface
Thanksgiving at the Table

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.

Distribution Hymn: ELW #315 "How Good, Lord, to be Here!”

1. How good, Lord, to be here! Your glory fills the night; your face and
garments, like the sun, shine with unborrowed light.

2. How good, Lord to be here, your beauty to behold where Moses and Elijah
stand, your messengers of old.

3. Fulfiller of the past and hope of things to be, we hail your body glorified and
our redemption see.

4. Before we taste of death, we see your kingdom come; we long to hold the
vision bright and make this hill our home.

5. How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not remain; but since you bid us
leave the mount, come with us to the plain.
(copyright: Public Domain, One-License #M-402357)

Post Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and

drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of
liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray,
Amen.

Blessing
The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion, and send you in love. Amen.

Sending Hymn: ELW #815 "I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

1. I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. God set the
stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both
alike. The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart,
Lord Jesus.

2. I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. Clear Sund of
righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father.
Refrain



3. I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. When we
have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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+ Thank You Pastor Barb Streed, Assistant to the Bishop, for leading worship today.

+ "A Fiesta of Joy" is the second special event WELCOME has sponsored to the
benefit of immigration families served by a partnership of five Mankato based
Lutheran churches, including Calvary. WELCOME is asking us to help with this
event by creating some baskets for a silent auction. The fundraiser is taking place
at Christ the King on April 3rd. Save the date for the event & please consider
donating a basket, items for a basket or a donation towards a basket. See the
various flyers posted around the church or ask Erica Kittelson for details.

+ We are still looking for one more volunteer to join the Call Committee. Please
see Bob or Eric if interested.

+ Lawn Mowing bids: If interested please contact Bob or Eric with your bid.

+ Prayers: Please continue to keep our members and loved ones in your prayers,
including Arlen, Lan-Shiang, Ken, Deb, Ruth, Barry, Monica, Chloe, Jeff, Jenny,
Dennis, Caroline, Paul, Jeannie, Gregg Nelson the Schwantes family, and the
Strand family.
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